KEY FACTS ABOUT THE CHEMICAL SCIENCES
Value of chemistry graduates to the economy:

· Although it costs the state more than the average to educate a chemistry graduate, the return – or “profit” – in terms of tax and National Insurance is approximately £130,000-£135,000 per chemistry graduate over a lifetime (compared to an average of £72,000 per graduate for other disciplines).

Importance of the UK chemical industry:

· Has an annual turnover of over £50 billion and is one of the UK’s largest industries.

· In 10 years, has grown five times faster than the average of all other industries.

· Number one exporter with trade surplus of over £5 billion.

· Employs 230,000 people and supports over 200,000 other jobs in the economy. The pharmaceutical industry employs a further 73,000 people.

· Contributes £5 billion a year in taxes, National Insurance and business rates to local and national government.

The need for chemical scientists:

· Chemical sciences will play a vital role in meeting the scientific, technological, economic and human challenges of the 21st Century, such as: 

· developing clean and sustainable fuels;

· solving major environmental problems - for example, global warming;

· discovering new medicines and procedures to diagnose and treat many illnesses and diseases, such as cancer, AIDS and diabetes.

